Professor Dr. Fadl Murad
Assistant Secretary-General of the International Union of Muslim Scholars

Forty-five Principles & Pieces of Advice
In Pursuing Sharia Knowledge

This is a summary of my lifetime experience and professional journey. As time
passed, I thought I should present them in bullet points, yet each of which may
itself be a topic or stand alone as a title for an in-depth comprehensive
publication. I pray this will illuminate the path to all seekers of knowledge:

1. Pay great attention to the understanding of rightly approaching Allah,
based on the seven foundational principles I explained in a previous
article.

2. DPersist in frequent supplication, and insist on asking Allah in your

prayers.

Know what you want and what your goal is.

Explore and establish the methodology that achieves your goal

through discussions with knowledgeable and well-grounded scholars.

The starting point and the initial phase.

Do not waste what you have memorised.

Do not waste what you have understood.

Teach those who are lower than you at all stages.

Prepare for lessons by reviewing several authorities/references before

attending a lecture.

10. Have the courage to participate in answers, critiques, and questions,
even if you may be right or wrong.

11. Do not ask impractical or, impossible or unachievable questions, as
this will diminish the blessings of your knowledge.

12.  Rejoice in completing a book, not just in starting it.

13.  Finish reading any book through to the end.

14.  For every issue, ask the question “Why?”

15.  For every figh/legal matter, use the five questions:
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®  What is the issue (conceptual question)?
What is its evidence (authenticity question)?
What is its meaning (interpretation question)?

How does it compare (comparison question)?

What is the ruling (legal judgment question)?

16. 'Treat every day of learning as if it wete an examination/test day.

17. Celebrate exams/tests.

18. Dissect any book: what is the issue, its evidence, reasoning, related
natratives in disagreements, and consensus.

19. Build a knowledge tree for each topic.

20. Plough through any book: record, note, dig, annotate, highlight,
underline, and number important points.

21. Read for 10-15 hours before and after attending classes with scholars.

22. Set golden hours where you disconnect from everything except for
deep study and seeking knowledge.

23. Pay attention to the tiny time fragments, as they are very important.

24. Make a habit of writing notes on the cover of every book for every
beneficial piece of information you encounter.

25. Learn to organise topics for yourself, but don’t overdo it, as excessive
organization can hinder understanding.

26. Make use of your time while in a car.

27. Use your phone as an aid in seeking knowledge, not wasting time.

28. Avoid distractions from your phone except in cases of necessity.

29. Remember that 100 meters of light is enough to reach your destination.
To reach its destination, the travelling car needs light up 100 meters at
a time, so don’t overburden yourself with thinking of the entire path
at once.
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30. Stick to a three-part division of time: time with the scholar, time for
reading and reviewing lecture notes, and time for methodological
reading of Islamic sciences.

31. Methodological reading setves your goal of secking knowledge, not
random reading.

32. Don’t withhold advice, books, or knowledge from fellow students out
of jealousy. Sharing knowledge brings blessings.

33. Don’tjump from one book to another, or from one subject to another,
before completing the current one, unless you have a valid reason.

34. Don’t rush to climb the ladder quickly, only to fall and break. Take
things step by step: begin with the basics, then progress, and finally
reach the advanced stages.

35. Complete the four schools of thought (Doctrines of jurisprudence) if
you aim to reach the highest goal, and don’t limit yourself to just one.

36. Regularly read Al-Mughni, Al-Muhalla, and Al-Istidhkar toward the
end of your studies.

37. Give utmost importance to Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, paying
attention to their chain of transmission, text, figh, and language, with
the best explanations being Fath al-Bari and Al-Nawawi’s.

38. Pay attention to obtaining a thorough understanding of “Nail al-
Awtar.”

39. Prioritise the verses of rulings (Ahkam) and study works like Al-
Qurtubi, Ibn Ashur, and Al-Shawkani.

40. Delve deeply into the foundations of jurisprudence (Usul), starting
with Al-Waraqat, then Al-Jam’, or similar works, so that you can begin
your quest for the fundamental and foundational principles, followed
by Al-Ghazali, Al-Juwayni, and Al-Risalah. Don’t leave any book in
Usul unread.

41. Study the jurisprudential principles (Qawa’id Fighiyyah), and have little
regard to the sources of discretionary opinion ([ji#ihad) or specific rules
of each madhhab (doctrine), unless your aim simply at copying it.

42. Master contemporary figh and its nuances; leave no issue unexplored,
and familiarise yourself with its evidence, application and before that
its revelation.

43. Pay attention to the criteria of Islamic Shatia/legal standards and the
decisions of jurisprudential councils, with accuracy and reasoning.

44. Research, write, and verify (review) matters in-depth.

45.  As those before you did - al-Shafi'i, Malik, Abu Hanifa, and Ahmad —
specialise in one discipline; and do not set for yourself the goal of
becoming, like Sibawayh in grammaror al-Shafi’i in jursipruence, or Ibn
Ma'in in Hadith, or al-Tabati in tafsir. Whoever thinks this way is
mistaken. No one can truly master a field unless they immerse
themselves deeply in it, just as the four Imams did. If a question arises
in the field of language, the authority is someone like Sibawayh, not
Malik or al-Shafii. And when it comes to matters of hadith, the
authority lies with al-Bukhari, Ibn Madini, and al-Daraqutni, not Malik
or Abu Hanifa. So be mindful of this, or you will err or go astray.

However, you should seek knowledge in all branches of Islamic Sharia law and
its associated arts for around seven (7) years in order to master them and be
deeply involved in them. Then, focus on what Allah may inspire you and what
He may fill your heart with ease.

These are the summarised pieces of advice from my long journey and experience.

Professor Dr. Fadl Murad

Professor of Figh and Contemporary Affairs, Qatar University
Assistant Secretary-General of the International Union of Muslim Scholars
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